18         MONOTHEISM OF HINDU RELIGION

There was an occasion when one of my co-religionists (of the
same branch of Visistadwaita Philosophy) was mentioning to me
the following points. See, the Bible contains great lessons of for-
bearance and forgiveness.  Does your religion contain similar
provisions. I hastened to reply: In the Hindu system of philo-
sophy, Veda and Vedanta are the highest. Next comes the
Ithihasas and Puranas. Then, the Acharya granthas, Prabandha
and Stothras. There are more than 108 Upanishads. Among
them Sandilya Upanishad is a minor upardshad; it is the 62nd
Upanishad. Sandilya Upanishad gives details of the virtues
(10 Yamas and 10 Niyamas) which have to be practised and
represent two stages of Yoga, which has 8 stages. This minor
portion of this minor Upanishad contains 20 virtues which include
forbearance, forgiveness, truth, endurance, simplicity, moderation,
fasting, celebacy etc., which are prime necessities for starting
Yoga. The gentleman was convinced. As Hinduism caters to all
tastes, and is comprehensive unless one is a high grade expert,
he will not be in a position to answer all questions.

Besides Hindu religion visualises each person worshipping
according to his own lights. Certain aspects of Hinduism specialise
in emphasising forbearance and divine love to the exclusion of all
other aspects which nearly tantamounts to Christian religion. In
a similar manner, certain other aspects of Advaita worship of
God may be akin to the Muslim religion.

In the Christian religion, the predominant note is ' Love is
more precious than gold.5 While opening the Polish House, it is
reported Lord Halifax spoke as follows:.

" Nor can that endure which has not its foundation upon
Love. For love alone diminishes not, but shines with its own
light, makes an end of discord, softens the fires of hate, restores
peace to the world, brings together the sundered, redresses wrongs,
aids all and injures none. And whoso invokes its aid shall find
peace and safety and have no future of ill."

In the Muslim religion, the predominating note is a zealously
guarded faith. Five prayers a day, almsgiving, fasting, frequent
lustrations, universal brotherhood and oneness of god are the
cardinal principles of a Muslim. Parsee stand for religious toleration.